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After dinner, Captain Elphinstone, of the Triton, who
had arrived that morning, mentioned the melancholy loss

of the Chatham, upon which Mr. Davidson assured those
that supped with the Governor, and appeared to think
he had exaggerated in his account, that every syllable was
true. This ship had arrived from Bengal on the 20th of
October, and was detained by the Government of Madras,
in order to convey to the Court of Directors an official
account of the peace then recently concluded with Hyder
Ali. Captain Morris, who commanded the Chatham, and
his purser, were the only two persons on shore at the time
of the tremendous hurricane; every other soul in her perished.
The Commander had intended to heave to only, and
receive the Madras dispatches, it being after the time when
ghips are forbid to remain upon the coast, which is from
the 15th of October to the 15th of December, but some
important documents not being ready, his ship was ordered
to wait. To secure the insurances therefore, he made a
formal protest against the parties so detaining him.

The gale threatened during three days previous to its actual
commencement, and so awful and terrific was the appearance
of the sky and sea as to appal the oldest and most experi-
enced seaman that beheld it from shore. For forty eight
hours before the storm there was little wind, but the ocean
more violently agitated than ever had been known. The
prodigious height and fury of the surf prevented all com-
munication with the shipping, of which from the then very
critical state of the Company's affairs there were unhappily
upwards of twenty of different burthens in the roads, all
being Country vessels except the Chatham. Every measure
and every precaution that superior skill and seamanship
could suggest had been adopted on board the Chatham.
She had four anchors ahead, was out in thirty five fathoms
water, at a distance of between seven and eight miles from
the shore, her top masts, top sail yards, and lower yardls
struck, ports chintzed in fore and aft, with a complete crew
of able seamen on board, the Chief mate being esteemed
oiie of the best officers in the service.